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leven-year-old Mitchell Aase held on for dear life as
? the -'r3-r'l.'ll.‘:-l-|l.‘.'-|'|3 iceboat—resembling a pant prey-
ing mantis on ice skates—screamed across frozen
Lake Gemeva. —
The fire-engine-red | Iceboating offers
boat; mamed the Frifz, : "
' mimbly turned when it | plE‘ﬂty' of thrills and
reached the far shore, | chills, but it is
then flew 45 miles per .
hour back across the lake mainly speed that
betore slowing o a stopas | attracts SCDLItS,

it approached a group of Venturers, and Sea

Scouts and YVeniurers,

“T'hat was fun,” Mitch- | Scouts to this annual
ol said with a grin as ke : p
ehimbed out n:bl'alnmh bas- winter's day of
ket, one of two at the rear | “hard-water sailing.”
of the boat holding two
passengers and two drivers. “I0 was sort of like a really fast
rofler coaster. 1t was scarier than I thought it wotild be.”

“I was'a little freaked out on the first turn; | thought we
wiould tip over,” said Devon Wilcox, also 11 “It was really
cool. Tee spraved in my face,”

Mitchell and Drevon, members of Troop 33 of DeKalb, [1L,
were among 1o soouts and Venturers and eight parents and
Advisors who sampled iceboating, most for the first time, ona
crispy, hrcery March day on Lake Genesa, Wis, The annual win-
ferevent altracts Soouts and Veniurers ansious to experience
litthe-known sport that has a long and storied histery in south-
ern Wiscomsin and a few other places arcund the world,
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With one hand on the tiller and ancther on
the mainsheet, Troop 33 Scout Jordan
Jahnston whizzes by in a DN-class iceboat.



From Dutch Boats to

The Detroit News

hi history of iceboating stretches

back to the 1600°% in the Hether-

lands, when sailboats were fitbed
with rinners and'vsed fo transport cango.
Dutch settlars introduced the craft to
Horth America on New York's frozen Hud-
son River in thi late 17007,

Icaboating 2z a sport grow quickly, In
1861 fhe Poughkespnie Ioe Yacht Club
was formed, the first in the natian; Soon
afterward more clubs organized, and ice-
boating regattas became popular on the
riwer.

The ice yacht clubs cabered mainky to
the wealthy, such as the Vanderbilts and
Reozevelts, but young people could enjoy
the fun, too. For 25 cents, & group of teen-
agers could send; off for-a seb of icebaat
plans and bulld it with materats costing
510 to $15.

Today thers are many differant sizes
‘and classes-of iceboats, The moit popular
in the world is called the DN—originally
introduced in 1937 by The Detrodt News
newspaper; The small boats can be built
at home, offering an inexpensive avanue
to the world of icoboating, On the oppa-
site end of the spactrom is the Class A
hoat, the granddaddy of iceboats; which
can top 100 m.p.h.

Speed definltely i3 primany attracticn
for many enthisiasts.

Hecosds are confiicting, but some say
the likely world speed recond for feeboats
was set: at about 150 muwh. in 1947 o
Lake Winnebago, Wik,

Others say the 143 m.p.h, achisved by
i boat in 1938 is the record to beat. Shll
fothers cite the 148 m.p.h. sailed by an
fceboat'in 19771 as the fastest ever.

Regardiess, Last winter, an iceboater
with a high-tech craft clocked almost 156
m.p.h. on a one-mile course on Lake
Honana in Madisan, Wis, = Hl

Brad Schaaf, 14; of Troop 33, leans
back im the stem of 'trhe Fritz.

The restored 1837 fceboat usually
travels 40 to 80 miles an hour

Fr his s dhe weboating capital of
the world,"” said Bill Sills, whao
has been wpping around Lake

Geneva in iceboats for more than 50

vears, He iz Skipper of the Sinnissippi

Council’s Sea Scout Ship 1 m Fontana,

i prcturesgue burg of 1AM people nes-

tled on the shores of Lake Geneva,

Each winter Sills organizes iceboat
cutings for Scouts and Yenturers, shar
ing his passion for the sportwith a new
generation. He rounds up a few local
iceboaters willing 1o give rides and teach
the youths to zail om ice.

"There’s nothing in the world like
icehoating,” Sills said, “And the kids
love 1t |because| it's something they
can master. Where else can g kid go 60
m.prh. and not get into trouble?™

David Williams and his san, Mi
chael, 3 member of Lake Geneva's Troop
235 and Sea Scout Ship 1, browght their
two-person, 17-foot iceboat for the
Scouts to try, Williams has been ice-
boating since he was 5, and he and his
family froquently hodast the sail o their
icehoat during the winter.

“It's exhilorating,” Willizms said.

Addded Michael with a wry grin: * The
speed 15 thrilling."”

ceboats vary im size, shape, and
color. Small 17-feoters like the boal
used by David Williams resemble
daris and seat one or two, They gener-
ally have thres razor-sharp stainless

stee] hlades—iwo stationary in the rear

gver the ice, but il has gone as

fast as 120 m.p.h.

=
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Brad Schaal gives fellew Troop 33 Sc0ut
Russzall Cook a push-start to get his boat
Lailing across the foe,

and a front enc for steering. Weigh-
ing a few hundred pounds, the boats
are relatively inexpensive, and easy to
=ail

Then there are big iceboats like the
Fritz. a classic, carefully restored wood-
en beauty built in 1937 that weighs
2,40 pounds—the same as asnall car.
A tiller in the stern is used to steer the
craft, There are anly a fesw iceboats like
it in the world, and it draws gawks
whenever iU on the we. Owner Fred
Stritt of nearby Delavan, Wis., races the
beovart, which e it 120 miles per hour,

when he's not cruising around Lake

(Feneva just for fun.
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[he speed of weboating has abways
been its allure.

“Unital man learmed to fly, the fastest
he had ever gone was on an iceboat,”
said Stritt, Usually the Fritz travels 40 to
&0 m.p.he and hits 70 to 80 mop.h. in
races, But Striit has been aboarcd when it
approached 1230 mopch

“lrravimg any |_1i|_'_ stern-sterrer in a

[ P g
Boy Scouts and Sea Scouts inspect equipment aboard an fce-
beat. Witconiin's Lake Geneva i a holbed for the winter sport.

stiff wind 15 like holding onto the tail of
adinasanr,” Stritt said.

Whether large or small or somcthing
inn between, iceboats offer a unique oul-
door experience. The Scouts and Ven-

turers described it simply as "awesome.™

ichzel Williams Ivas been sailing
the family iceboat since he was
8. He pushes off 1o get his 17-
footer started, then slips snugly inside
the coffin-like cockpin and lies down,
He steers with foot pedals that turn the
fraent runner. That leaves his hands [ree
o work the zail, tightening it to oo Faster
or loosening i o slow down, Aswith all
icchoats, there are no brakes.
dichael keeps his head down, be
cause the boom, attached to the sail,
swings from one side of the boat toothe
other, depending on wind direction.
I youer head is up oo high, you'll
get hit by the boom,™ David Williams
said with a grin, *
heimets.
leeboats travel thres 1o seven Dimes
faster than the wind speed. "So vou're
|}

goving 45 10 50 mup b, with & 10-mup.h,

wind,” said David Williames, “Because

That's why we wear

vou're only a fow inches off the ice, it
seems like you're going faster,”
Enthustasts call it “hard-water sail-
ing.” It's the flip side of "soft-water sl
ng” done during the summer. The two
aports have similarities: Both wse sils,
depend on wind, and wtilize lakes, Ex-
perience at soft-water sailing can help a

novice learn to sail an iceboat,

._E u

ut there are obviows differences
for winter sailing: the ice and
spoed,

The Sex Scowts inthe group wers ex
pericnced sailors, but few had ever even
sepn an icehoat. “The sails are sraller
on an iccboat,” Fills explained. *There

Rick Hemmig, left, and Todd Knop. right, steady the Frtz while
Alex Terch, 15, hops off after her nde.

15 less resistance on ke runnees, se YLl
II|.'\I:'|| |-c"\1'\- .'~\.1i|..I

You control your speed by how
tightly vou pull in your sa1l,” David
Williams told Zach Hathway, 17, of
Venturing Crew 519, Janesville, Wis
“dlany people think it's like soft-water
salling, where yvou keep your sail out,

But vou have to trim it in. [t looks casy,

but vou don't just point it and go,”
When vou do go, the experience 15
unique. Imagine ving on a child's snow
sled doing 50 muph, And there’s the
subtle sound of steel blades on rock-
hard fce: a 20l rumble like a2 bowling
ball rolling down (condined on page 40)

(Left to right) Dustin Schultz, Jacob Sznd, Alex Terch, and Danielle Reimer 2at luach
while waiting Tor winds to pick up acoss the frozen Lake so they can go icchoating.
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SAILING ON SLIVERS... from page 21

Jerdan Johnston stands by a DN, a boat
design introdoced by The Defrodd News.
alane or the tearing of wrapping paper.
Devon had another sound in mind: "It
sounded like ice grinding i a blender.™
“leeboating is not inherently dan-
gerous, but spills can oceur,” David

Whlliams cautioned. As a standard safe-
ty mcasure, all the Scouts and Venturers
and no one lipped over
a ride, (GG n’E,!.. es 0r a

%I.:m

-smnﬂl spray of ice. )

wore helmens,

dunn a face i E-L

fend off the occa- s

rolled in and the fags started fapping.
Stritt and the Williamses and a couple
dozen other iceboaters hoisted their
sails, Soon, a swarm of iceboats of dif-
ferent sires and colors scooted around
the bay like choreographed dancers.

Bundled in winter jackets and boots,
the Scouts and Venturers took turns
sailing in the Williamees® 17-footer or 3
smaller one-person craft. Others caught
aride in the fancy Friez,

“Tt was fun,” said Daniclle Reimer, 16,
of Ship 500 in Muskego, Wis.,
the first to climb in with Michael Will-
s and go for 3 spdin, T was like sail-
ing a small boat.”

Later, she got a ride in the bigger boat.
“I love going fast,” she said with a grin.
"Bt [ was afraid itowould tip over.”

It didn't. Many of the older boats are
classics that have been preserved and
restored like vintage automaobiles; a
crach can cause thousnds of dollars of
damage and require extensive repairs,
Ieeboaters avoid spills,

Alex Terch, 15, another member of
shap 500, alzo was impressed after a
ride in the Frirz, “1t was a lot faster than
dowmnhill skiing—and cold, too.”

“It was very relaxing,” said Mike Witt-
fieff, an Advizor for Menturing Crew
519 of Jancsville, Wis., who rode the

f rilz. *1 was \||r1'-r|:.m-:i at hlm smnoth it
A
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"It was really fun,” beamed Kathy
Luglio, an assistant Advisor. “['ve got to
get one of thesel”

For veteran iceboater Bill Sills, speed
'is nul:,r part of the al-
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), For sately, Danelle
helmet and gogples

Sailing in the Ice Belt

outhe:n Wisconsin 15 an icoboating
haven for thme reasdns: There are
lakes. They freeze solid in the win-
[ter. And they rarely 2re covered with snow.
The lack of snow 15 key because fce-
boats ane builkbo bravel overice; notsnow,
{6 farther nosth, and there are plenty of
{frozen lakes, but too much snow, Go far-
ther south, and there's little or no ica.
[ Lake Goneva, Home to one of the
largest freboak fests in the country, usy
ially is mostly free of snow. The lake is
large—nearly eight miles long and twa

E:nui Bra Schaal talk: Lo i Jlnhp
abeut his rde in'a DM-class iceboat.

miles wida. And while some winter an-
glers fishithe lake, ice fishing houses—
potentially dangerous obstacles—aran't
numenols. a5 bhiy are’ o some northern
Lakes, L

Buk the Lake Geneva area isn't the
anly hot spat. Tt is within the “Tcs Belt'—
an area about 150 miles wide circling the
glabe near the 45t parallel, where ice-
beating also is popular. Other fceboating
careas include Minnesota, Michigan, How
England. Ontario, Hew York, Montana,

northem Europe, and Russia, —1%
lure of iceboating,
“You're controlling nature,” he said.

Sltsiintellectual. It requires intense
conceniration and an awareness of

ﬁ%wgmpum asen:

And also just plain fun. EF
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